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4. Stratus clouds often produce __.
a. heavy wind and rain
b. clear, sunny skies
c. light rain or snow

weather will be nice. When cumulus clouds
get larger, they can form cumulonimbus
clouds that produce thunderstorms.

5 Sometimes clouds fill the sky. A layer
of low-lying tratus clouds often produce
several days of light rain or snow.

5. The biggest difference between
cirrocumulus clouds and altocumulus
clouds is their
a. size
b. shape
c. height

The word part strata indicates layered
clouds located low in the sky. The word
nimbus refers to a cloud that is low and
gray. Nimbostratus clouds are dark layers
of clouds that are low in the sky. These
clouds produce days of rain or snow.

6 Clouds have names that indicate their
shapes as well as their altitude. The word
part cirro indicates clouds high in the
sky. A cirrocumulus cloud, for example,
is a combination of a cirrus cloud and a
cumulus cloud. This cloud is high in the
sky, but it is also puffy. A storm often
follows when you see rows of cirrocumulus
clouds.

7 The word alto indicates mid-level
clouds. Altocumulus clouds appear at a
medium height in the sky, but they are also
puffy. When rows of altocumulus clouds
appear in the morning sky, an afternoon or
evening shower may develop.

8

Have you ever tried predicting weather
by looking at clouds? It may be easier than
you think. If low, dark clouds develop in
the sky, you might predict rain. If you see
towering, dark, puffy clouds, you might
guess a thunderstorm was forming. Clouds
are a good indicator of weather.

2 The appearance of clouds depends on
how they form. Clouds form when air rises
and cools. Because cooler air can hold less
water vapor, the water vapor condenses
into droplets. The droplets gather to form
a cloud. If the air rises q,uickly, tall clouds
that produce thunderstorms might develop.
If the air rises slowly, layers of clouds
might develop.

3 On a clear day, you can sometimes see
wispy, feathery cirrus clouds high in the
sky. These clouds are so high that they
are made of ice crystals rather than water
droplets. Cirrus clouds form when the wind
is strong. They may indicate that a change
in the weather is coming.
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3. Cirrus clouds are made of
a. water droplets
b. ice crystals
c. water vapor

VReadlng Check

4 Cumulus clouds are scattered, puffy
white clouds that appear low in the sky on
sunny days. Many people think cumulus
clouds look like huge cotton balls. When
you see scattered cumulus clouds, the

2. Thunderstorms might develop if air
__ quickly.
a. rises
b. warms
c. spreads out
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9 A cloud you can easily touch'is called
fog. Fog is a stratus cloud that forms near
Earth's surface when air cools to its dew
point. Fog may develop overnight after a
warm, humid day. Fog can also form when
air rises over a mountain.

Word Study
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6. Fog is a type of __ cloud.
a. stratus
b. cirrus
c. cumulus

Synonyms Words that have the same or almost the same meaning are
called synonyms. Large is a synonym for big.

Large cats have big paws.

Read each sentence and the words below it. Write the word that has the
same f!leaning as the word in bold tgpe.

7. At this height, the water droplets became ice crystals.
layer altitude

8. The cloud is composed of water droplets.
made part

9. The cumulus clouds were scattered in the sky.
together separated

10. Clouds provide important clues about the weather.
meaningful useless

11. The meteorologist predicted fair weather.
stormy clear

12. Many cloud names are a combination of terms.
words letters

13. The cloud extends upward from a flat base.
falls stretches

14. Cirrus clouds often indicate an approaching warm front.
produce signal

15. Rain may follow if dark clouds develop in the sky.
lighten grow

16. Warm air can hold less water vapor as it cools.
gas liq,uid



Standardized Test Practice

Dark, low cloud;
days of rain or
snow
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Nimbostratus

i Cloud Types I Sample Clouds I Characteristics i

Clouds

Charts Charts have information arranged in rows and columns.
Charts sometimes include pictures to help you visualize the
concepts. Read the q,uestion first. Then look at each column for the
answer to the q,uestion.

Wispy; a change
17. Which are mid-level Cirrus In the weather is

clouds that look like
coming

rows of cotton balls?
A. stratus
B. cirrus Cumulus Puffy;

fair weatherC. altocumulus
D. cirrocumulus

18. Which high-level clouds
bring possible storms? Cumulonimbus Tall, anvil shaped;

thunderstorms
A. stratus
B. cirrus
C. altocumulus
D. cirrocumulus Stratus Layered;

continuous rain
19. Dark layers of low-lying

clouds are called
clouds.
A. nimbostratus Cirrocumulus High level cloud;

B. stratus
storms possible

C. cumulonimbus
D. cirrocumulus

Mld·level cloud;

Altocumulus afternoon or
evening shower
possible

Test Tip

Multiple Choice Use
the chart to answer the
q,uestions.


